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National Travel & Tourism Week:
﻿Telling Our Story—Together
National Travel & Tourism Week (NTTW) is more than a celebration
—it’s an opportunity. An opportunity to remind South Dakotans that
tourism isn’t just about visitors… it’s about jobs, community vitality,
and the quality of life we all enjoy every day.
This year, TCSD is elevating that message in a bigger way.
In partnership with Lawrence & Schiller (L&S), we’ve developed a
comprehensive Media & Partner Toolkit designed specifically for
our members. This new resource gives you everything you need to
confidently and consistently share the story of tourism’s impact—during NTTW and well beyond.
The toolkit includes:

Ready-to-use social media content
Customizable fact sheet
15 - 20 minute presentation deck
Customizable press release
Newsletter content & graphic

These tools are built to make it easy for you to plug in your local voice while staying aligned with
a strong, statewide message: Tourism Isn’t Just Fun – It’s Fuel for the Economy.
Whether you’re a DMO, hotel, attraction, restaurant, or community partner, your voice matters.
When we tell this story together—across every region and every community—we amplify the
impact and strengthen understanding of why protecting and growing our industry is so important.
👉 Access the full toolkit here: https://tourismcoalitionsd.com/quick-links/
Powered by Partnership
This effort wouldn’t be possible without the members who stepped up to support it. Your
investment is helping ensure that our industry’s story is told clearly, consistently, and statewide.
Because of you, we’re not just celebrating tourism—we’re advocating for it.
As we head into NTTW, we encourage every member to take advantage of these resources.
Share your local impact. Highlight your people. Tell your story.
Together, we are the voice of South Dakota tourism—and there’s no better time to be heard.

Carmen Schramm - Executive Director
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Representative Johnson Meets with
TCSD Board Members

Members of the Tourism Coalition of South Dakota
(TCSD) Board met with Dusty Johnson on
Tuesday, April 7, for a brief but impactful discussion
on key issues affecting South Dakota’s tourism
industry.
The conversation focused on several federal
priorities, including workforce challenges tied to H-
2B and J-1 visa programs, air travel reliability and
TSA stability, and the need to prepare for upcoming
major national events. Additional topics included
public land access, wildfire concerns, visa integrity
fee impacts, and ongoing issues related to national
parks and memorials.
With limited availability of congressional leaders—
especially during an election year—TCSD will
continue to seek opportunities to engage with
federal leadership as schedules allow. These
conversations remain critical to ensuring South
Dakota’s tourism industry has a strong voice at the
national level.

TCSD Participates in U.S. Travel’s
Destination Capitol Hill 2026
The Tourism Coalition of South Dakota (TCSD)
joined Travel South Dakota and industry leaders
from across the country in Washington, D.C. for
Destination Capitol Hill 2026, hosted by the U.S.
Travel Association. This annual fly-in provides a

TCSD Membership
Rally Challenge

Tourism is South Dakota’s #2
industry—but it only stays
strong when we stand together.
That’s why TCSD is launching a
Member-to-Member Referral
Program to grow our voice and
expand our impact.
How It Works:
Know a business or
organization that benefits from
tourism? Invite them to join
TCSD—whether it’s a hotel,
attraction, restaurant, outfitter,
retailer, or community partner.
What’s in It for You?

Your referral receives
20% off their first year of
membership
You earn a $20 credit
toward your membership
renewal
Bring in 5 new members
and receive a TCSD
jacket + special
recognition at the TCSD
Annual Meeting in
October

Why It Matters:
Every new member strengthens
our ability to advocate, educate,
and protect South Dakota’s
tourism industry—ensuring
we’re prepared for the
opportunities and challenges
ahead, including future
legislation.
Your Ask:
Help us grow the voice of
tourism. Reach out to at least
one business or partner and
invite them to join TCSD.
Together, we are the voice of
South Dakota tourism.

Read More
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critical opportunity to bring the voice of the tourism
industry directly to Congress.
This year’s discussions focused on key federal
priorities impacting travel and tourism nationwide,
including:

Protecting domestic air travel from future
shutdowns
Preserving and strengthening the Visa
Waiver Program
Restoring funding for Brand USA
Opposing the Travel Deterrence Fee
Supporting travel improvements through the
USMCA review
Increasing access to H-2B visas to address
workforce shortages
Reauthorizing the Great American Outdoors
Act and strengthening the Legacy
Restoration Fund through the America the
Beautiful Act

A central message throughout the meetings was
clear: the United States is no longer the top global
destination for international travel. Industry leaders
emphasized that Congress has a significant
opportunity—and responsibility—to reverse this
trend through smart, forward-looking policies that
support travel infrastructure, workforce, and
international visitation.
TCSD remains committed to advocating for policies
that strengthen South Dakota’s tourism industry
while contributing to a more competitive and
welcoming U.S. travel system.

Read More

U.S. Travel's Destination
Capitol Hill Photos

TCSD Launches Expanded Statewide Media Blitz for
National Travel & Tourism Week﻿ Including A New
Media & Partner Toolkit

The Tourism Coalition of South Dakota
(TCSD) is gearing up for its second annual
Statewide Media Blitz in celebration of
National Travel and Tourism Week—and in
2026, the effort is bigger and more impactful
than ever.
To maximize outreach and ensure every
region of the state is represented, TCSD will begin the tour one week ahead of NTTW,
allowing more time to connect with communities and share the story of how tourism
impacts residents, local businesses, and South Dakota’s economy.
The tour kicks off on Monday, May 28, with media visits in Hill City, followed by stops
throughout the week in Spearfish, Deadwood, Rapid City, Wall, and Mitchell. During
NTTW, the tour continues across the state with visits to Aberdeen, Watertown, Pierre,
Winner, Gregory, Burke, and Sioux Falls. Pre-tour stops will also include Vermillion and
Yankton.
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At each stop, TCSD will highlight county-by-county economic impact data along with 2025
industry insights—helping local residents and leaders better understand how tourism fuels
jobs, supports community services, and strengthens quality of life across South Dakota.
New this year, TCSD is proud to partner with Lawrence & Schiller to provide
professionally developed leave-behind materials, along with a comprehensive NTTW
media and partner toolkit for members to utilize in their own communities. These
resources—made possible through the support of our sponsors—will also be used
throughout 2026 as part of TCSD’s broader community outreach efforts. Thank you to
our sponsors below for helping to cover the cost of creating these materials and
sharing our industry's impact story.
This statewide initiative reinforces TCSD’s mission to educate, advocate, and elevate the
importance of tourism—ensuring that every South Dakotan understands that tourism isn’t
just about visitors—it’s a vital part of our economy and our way of life.

Media & Partner Toolkit

NTTW & Community Outreach Sponsor Partners

Update on J-1 Visas
Concerns about disruptions to the J-1 Visa
Program are beginning to materialize.
For years, J-1 participants have helped fill
critical seasonal workforce gaps in hospitality
and tourism. As uncertainty grows, so do the
potential impacts on operations and visitor
experience. See the full article from Keith
Pabian, Pabian Law for more information.

Read More
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S. 1547 America the
Beautiful Act
The America the Beautiful Act (S.1547)
is a critical piece of legislation that will
protect and strengthen the public lands
that drive South Dakota’s tourism
economy. Building on the Great
American Outdoors Act, this bill
reauthorizes and enhances funding for
the Legacy Restoration Fund—
addressing deferred maintenance and
ensuring our national parks,
monuments, and recreation areas
remain safe, accessible, and world-
class.
For South Dakota, this is about more
than infrastructure—it’s about protecting
the experiences that bring visitors to
our state, support local businesses, and
sustain communities.

Read More

Know Where Candidates
Stand on Tourism
As South Dakota approaches the 2026
election cycle, it’s critical for our
industry to stay engaged. Attending
local candidate forums and connecting
with both current and new candidates
ensures tourism remains part of the
conversation. Ask where they stand on
issues like workforce, infrastructure,
public lands, and policies that impact
visitor experiences.
Tourism is a key economic driver in our
state—supporting jobs, communities,
and quality of life. Knowing candidates’
positions helps ensure we elect leaders
who understand and support our
industry.
Key Dates to Remember:

Absentee Voting Begins: April 17,
2026
Voter Registration Deadline: May
18, 2026
Primary Election: June 2, 2026

Stay informed, get involved, and make
your voice count for tourism.
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